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IV. A Letter from Martin Triewald, F. R. S. 
Captain of Mechanics^ and Military Archi- 
tect to the King of Sweden, to C. Mortimer, 
M. 2). Sec. R. S. concerning the Vegetation 
of Melon-Seeds Forty~two Tears old. 

SIR, 
Read May to. TTTAVING at prefent an Opportu- 
1 nU JL Jl n ^y °f writing, Imuft acquaint you 

with an Experiment I made this Year, relating to 
Vegetation, which was as follows : Secretary Hareus, 
of this Place, having a large Collection of Natural 
Curiofities, amongft which he has ljkewife collected 
a great Number of foreign Seeds, and finding he had 
Melon-feeds that were laid up in a Paper in the 
Year 1700. I was curious to try if they had retained 
their vegetative Quality, and accordingly the 21ft of 
February laft, I planted myfelf Twenty-four of them 
in a fcparate Hot-bed, of which I had Twenty-one 
good Plants, which, after they were planted in a new- 
made Hot-bed, fhewed Flowers before they began to 
branch themfelves, and their Branches were very nar- 
row, yet produced early and plenty of good Melons. 
This Experiment (hews not only how long Melon-feeds 
retain their vegetative Quality, but likewife that good 
Melon- feeds cannot well be too oki. I know it is no 
new thing to make ufe of old Melon-feeds rather than 
new,but 1 never heard of any body trying fo old as thefe. 
So if you think this Experiment worth taking No- 

Q. tice 
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tice of In the TranfaStions, fliali be obliged to you, 
remaining, with infinite.ReipetT:, 

Honoured Sir, 

Tour mofl obedient, 
Stockholm, and mofl humble Servant, 

Nov. 16, 174.1. * 

M* Triewald, 

F. R. S. 



V. Samuel is Chrifliani Hollmarmij Leg. Met. 
d^ Theol. Natural in Regia Georgia Au- 
gufta, <P. < P. 0. ad Cromwellum Morri- 
merum, M. 2). Regalis Societ. Seer. Epiftola 
de Differentiis Ahitudlnum Barometrorum. 

K««rfMayao. TTJTACILE te veniam daturum fpero, 
m% ' X? vir dodttffime, quod ad humanif- 

fimas tuas, Id. Aug. A. 1735- Lond. datas, rcfteque 
mihi fuo tempore redditas, nihil adhuc refponderim. 
Defuit occafio, juftaetiamdefuit fcribendi ratio, quam 
nunc cafus mihi obtulit. 

Eram nuper menfe Julio hujus anni in eo, ut cum 
Clar. Hallero noftro in finitima; Hercyniae noftra 
montes iter aliquod fufciperem ; ille quidem rei botani- 
es, egophyficarum potillimum obfervationum, caufa. 
Baromctrum ergo aliquod inter alia parabam, quo in . 
via uti commode poflem ad inftituenda experimenta. 
Scalam afcenfus defcenfufque mercurii, ipfi applican- 
dam, in pedis Rhenani digitos, Sclineas duodecimals, 
more folito, a zo mo ad 3 2<* um digitum folicite divi- 

feram. 



